
 

Engineering Evaluation 

Gas Max 

Plant # 20633 

Application Number 23063 

    Background 
 
 On behalf Nootbaar Charitable Remainder UniTrust, Pangea Environmental Services, Inc., has applied for 

an Authority to Construct an SVE system abated by an electric catalytic oxidizer.  This soil vapor extraction unit 

consists of a regenerative vacuum blower (S-1) with a maximum capacity of 450 scfm.  Soil vapor will be extracted 

with vapor abatement achieved by electric catalytic oxidation or a minimum of two (200 pound) carbon beds in 

series.  Any liquid phase wastewater that is collected from the knockout drums will be collected in 55 gallon drums 

and disposed off-site for treatment. Emission monitoring for operation of the equipment will be conducted according 

to established Source Test methodology.  Procedures are outlined in the conditions 

 

The applicant will be conditioned to provide written notification at the start of each phase of abatement.  Emission 

monitoring for operation of the Cat-Ox will be conducted according to established Source Test methodology.  

Procedures are outlined in the conditions found below.   

 

This source is located within 1,000 feet of the outer boundary of Diablo Valley School, and within ¼ mile of 

Mildred Gross Elementary School, and as such this application requires Public Notification via Reg. 2-1-412.  A 

Public Notice was prepared and sent out to the home address of the students of the schools and to each address 

within a radius of 1,000 feet of the source. 

  

 

    Emission Calculations 

 
For a conservative estimate of yearly emissions, we shall assume that the system is operated for an entire 

year within an inlet concentration corresponding to the initial soil concentration level.  Generalized 

assumptions follow: 
  

* Operating conditions: Pressure = 1 Atm; Inlet Temperature = 21oC; 1 mole occupies 24.15L 

* Molecular weight of TPHg = 100 g/mole (value for "weathered gasoline").  Molecular weight of 

Benzene = 78 g/mole. 
* Influent values based on operational parameters of equipment: influent rate = 450 scfm 

(maximum); maximum influent concentration = 377 ppmv POC, 8.9 ppmv benzene  destruction 
efficiency = 97% for throughout. 

 
 
 

A/N 23063 
         

          MW TPH 102 
        efficiency 97.00% 
        air flow rate 450 
        days/yr 365 
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Compound MW (μg/m3) (μg/L) ppm (V) 
unabated 
lbm/day 

abated 
lbm/day 

abated 
lbm/yr 

 abated 
tons/yr 

Trigger 
Level 
lbm/yr 

TPH 102 1.60E+06 1600 377.0980392 64.4048372 1.932145 705.233 0.352616   

Benzene 78.11 29000 29 8.925361669 1.16733767 0.03502 12.78235 0.006391 3.8 

Toluene 92.1402 3000 3 0.782720246 0.12075907 0.003623 1.322312 0.000661 12000 

Ethylbenzene 106.167 11000 11 2.490792808 0.44278326 0.013283 4.848477 0.002424 43 

Xylene 106.167 31800 31.8 7.200655571 1.28004614 0.038401 14.01651 0.007008 27000 

MTBE 88.1492 2500 2.5 0.681798587 0.10063256 0.003019 1.101927 0.000551 210 

DIPE di-isoproply ether 102.18 7100 7.1 1.670424741 0.28579647 0.008574 3.129471 0.001565   

ETBE ethyl tertiary 
butyl ether 102.17 1700 1.7 0.4 0.06843014 0.002053 0.74931 0.000375   

TAME methyl tertiary 
amyl ether 102.18 1700 1.7 0.399960853 0.06843014 0.002053 0.74931 0.000375   

TBA tertiary butyl 
alcohol 74.12 1900 1.9 0.616243929 0.07648074 0.002294 0.837464 0.000419   

 

 

Facility has accepted a reduced flowrate to pass risk: 

 

A/N 23063 
         

          MW TPH 102 
        efficiency 97.00% 
        air flow rate 260 
        days/yr 365 
        

          

          

          

Compound MW (μg/m3) (μg/L) ppm (V) 
unabated 
lbm/day 

abated 
lbm/day 

abated 
lbm/yr 

 abated 
tons/yr 

Trigger 
Level 
lbm/yr 

TPH 102 1.60E+06 1600 377.0980392 37.2116837 1.116351 407.4679 0.203734   

Benzene 78.11 29000 29 8.925361669 0.67446177 0.020234 7.385356 0.003693 3.8 

Toluene 92.1402 3000 3 0.782720246 0.06977191 0.002093 0.764002 0.000382 12000 

Ethylbenzene 106.167 11000 11 2.490792808 0.25583033 0.007675 2.801342 0.001401 43 

Xylene 106.167 31800 31.8 7.200655571 0.73958221 0.022187 8.098425 0.004049 27000 

MTBE 88.1492 2500 2.5 0.681798587 0.05814326 0.001744 0.636669 0.000318 210 

DIPE di-isoproply ether 102.18 7100 7.1 1.670424741 0.16512685 0.004954 1.808139 0.000904   

ETBE ethyl tertiary 
butyl ether 102.17 1700 1.7 0.4 0.03953741 0.001186 0.432935 0.000216   

TAME methyl tertiary 
amyl ether 102.18 1700 1.7 0.399960853 0.03953741 0.001186 0.432935 0.000216   

TBA tertiary butyl 
alcohol 74.12 1900 1.9 0.616243929 0.04418887 0.001326 0.483868 0.000242   
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Compound Tons/yr 

POCs 0.204 

   

Cumulative Increase- tons/yr 

  Current  Total 

POCs  0.204   0.204 

 
S-2 Emissions from the storage drums are exempt as the drum is closed and hauled offsite for disposal and the 

capacity is less than 260 gallons and aqueous phase is less than 1% (wt) organic compounds.  Exempt per 

2-1-123.1 and per 2-1-123.2. 

 

Toxics 
  

Emissions of these toxic compounds warrant a Toxic Risk Screen Analysis, as the emissions are above the trigger 

level from Regulation 2 Rule 5 Table 2-5-1.  A risk screen analysis was performed, and it was determined the risk 

was 9.84 in a million if facility reduced flowrate to 260 scfm.  The facility is utilizing TBACT.  Emissions have 

been reduced so that the risk does not exceed 10 in a million.  The facility is in compliance with Regulation 2 Rule 

5.  A condition limit of benzene not to exceed 0.020 pounds per day or 7.385 pounds per year will be included in the 

permit condition.  The Toxics Section has recommended the issuing of this A/C with a compound emission limits. 

 

The ISCST3 air dispersion computer model was used to estimate annual average ambient air concentrations.  The 

model was run with screen meteorological data.  Elevated terrain was considered using 10m DEM input from the 

USGS Walnut Creek, Briones Valley, Vine Hill and Benicia areas.  Model run was made with rural dispersion 

coefficient as Urban/Rural classification was determined based on the typing scheme proposed by Auer.  Stack and 

building parameters for the analysis were based on information provided by the applicant.   

 

    New Source Review 

 
This proposed project will emit over 10 lbs per highest day and is therefore required to implement BACT.  For Soil 

Vapor Extraction operations, BACT is defined as attainment of set destruction efficiencies corresponding to set 

influent concentration values.  Operation of the Carbon vessels will be conditioned to ensure attainment of the 

following required destruction efficiencies: >98.5% if inlet POC >2000; >97% if inlet POC <2000 to >200 ppmv; 

>90% if inlet POC <200 ppmv.  Manufacturer literature state destruction efficiency of the catalytic oxidizer is 

greater than 99% and the facility would be in compliance with BACT guidelines. 

 

Based on the information submitted, this operation is in compliance with Regulation 8-47-301, Emission Control 

Requirements, Specific compounds, and 8-47-302, Organic compounds.  The POC emissions will be vented through 

a Catalytic oxidizer or carbon beds arranged in series at all times of operation.    
 

   Offsets 
 
 Offsets are not applicable for this application, as emissions do not exceed 10 tons/yr.  Facility not subject to 
Reg 2-2-302. 
 

    CEQA 
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 The project is considered to be ministerial under the Districts proposed CEQA Regulation 2-1-311 and 

therefore is not subject to CEQA review. The engineering review for this project requires only the application of 

standard permit conditions and standard emission factors and therefore is not discretionary as defined by CEQA.  

This project is in compliance with Chapter 9.2 of the permit handbook for soil treatment systems. 

 
 

    Compliance 
 
  
 Based on the information submitted, this operation is expected to be in compliance with Regulation 8-47-

301, Emission Control Requirements, Specific compounds, and 8-47-302, Organic compounds.  The POC emissions 

will be vented through an electric Catalytic Oxidizer, or Carbon adsorption system at all times of operation.   The 

POC emissions will be vented through a Thermal/Cat Ox or Carbon adsorption system at all times of operation.   

 

The storage drums will have a capacity less than 260 gallons. This results in emissions being below the trigger level 

and the facility meets the exemption criteria of Regulation 2-1-123.1 (Tank less than 260 gallons capacity) and 

Regulation 2-1-123.2 (aqueous solution contains less than 1% (wt) organic compounds). 

 

 This project is within 1,000 ft from the nearest public school and is therefore subject to the public 

notification requirements of Regulation 2-1-412.   

 

PSD, NSPS, and NESHAPS are not triggered. 

 

 

    Recommendation 
 
 Recommend that a conditional Authority to Construct be issued for sources: 

 
S-1: Soil Vapor Extraction System consisting of a 450 max scfm vacuum blower, and ancillary equipment, 

abated by A-1, SVE Abatement System, consisting of electric Catalytic Oxidizer or a minimum of two 200 

lb capacity Carbon Adsorption Vessels arranged in series  

 

And recommend that a C/E be issued for: 

 

 Enclosed Storage Drums less than 260 gallons exempt per 2-1-123.1 and 2-1-123.2 

 

 

 

    Conditions for S-1: 
 

 
1. The owner/operator shall abate the Precursor Organic Compound (POC) emissions from Source S-1 Soil Vapor 

Extraction System by A-1, SVE Abatement System, consisting of either an electric Catalytic Oxidizer, or two 

(200 lbs minimum capacity) Activated Carbon Vessels arranged in series during all periods of operation.  Start-

up and subsequent operation of each abatement device shall take place only after written notification of same 

has been received by the District's Engineering Division.  The owner/operator shall operate the sources such 

that the soil vapor flow rate from S-1 SVE system shall not exceed 260 scfm [basis: Cumulative Increase, 

Regulation. 8-47-301 and 302, TBACT] 

 

2. The owner/operator shall operate A-1 Catalytic Oxidizer such that the POC abatement efficiency shall be 

maintained at a minimum of 98.5% by weight for inlet POC concentrations greater than or equal to 2000 ppmv 

(measured as hexane).  For inlet concentrations below 2000 ppmv and greater than or equal to 200 ppmv, a 

minimum abatement efficiency of 97% shall be maintained by the owner/operator.  For inlet concentrations 
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below 200 ppmv, a minimum abatement efficiency of 90% shall be maintained by the owner/operator.  The 

minimum abatement efficiency shall be waived if outlet POC concentrations are shown to be less than 10 ppmv 

(measured as hexane).  In no event shall the owner/operator emit benzene emissions to the atmosphere 

exceeding 0.020 pounds per day or 7.385 pounds per year, for source S-1.  [basis: Cumulative Increase, 

Regulation 2-5, TBACT] 

 

3. While operating the Thermal Oxidizer, the owner/operator shall not operate A-1 SVE Abatement System below 

a minimum operating temperature of less than 1400 degrees Fahrenheit.  While operating the Catalytic 

Oxidizer, the owner/operator shall not operate A-1 Abatement System below a minimum operating temperature 

of 600 degrees Fahrenheit. [basis: Cumulative Increase, Regulation 2-5, TBACT] 

 

4. To determine compliance with part 3 the owner/operator shall equip the A-1 Thermal/Catalytic Oxidizer with 

continuous measuring and temperature recording instrumentation.  The owner/operator shall collect and 

maintain the temperature data from the temperature recorder in a file which shall be available for District 

inspection for a period of at least 2 years following the date on which such data are recorded. [basis: Regulation 

1-523] 

 

5. To determine compliance with part 2, within ten days after start-up of the Thermal Oxidizer, and within ten 

days after start-up of the Catalytic Oxidizer, the owner/operator of this source shall: 

 

a. Analyze inlet gas stream to determine the flow rate and concentration of POC present. 

b. Analyze exhaust gas to determine the flow rate, and the concentration of benzene and POC present. 

c. Calculate the benzene emission rate in pounds per day based on the exhaust gas analysis and the operating 

exhaust flow rate.  The owner/operator shall decrease the soil vapor flow rate, if necessary, to demonstrate 

compliance with part 2. 

d. Calculate the POC abatement efficiency based on the inlet and exhaust gas analysis.  For the purpose of 

determining compliance with part 2, the owner/operator shall report the POC concentration as hexane. 

e. Submit to the District's Engineering Division the test results and emission calculations within one month 

from the testing date.  The owner/operator shall analyze samples according to modified EPA test methods 

8015 and 8020 or their equivalent to determine the concentrations of POC, benzene, ethyl benzene, MTBE, 

toluene and xylene. 

[basis: Cumulative Increase, Regulation 2-5, TBACT] 

 

6. The owner/operator of this source shall maintain the following records for each month of operation of the 

Thermal Oxidizer or Catalytic Oxidizer: 

 

a. Days and hours of operation. 

b. Each emission test, analysis or monitoring results logged in for the day of operation they were taken. 

c. Total throughput of soil vapor from source S-1 in Standard Cubic Feet. 

 

 Such records shall be retained and made available for inspection by the District for two years following the date 

the data is recorded. [basis: Regulation 1-523] 

 

7. During operation of the Activated Carbon Vessels, the owner/operator of this source shall monitor with a photo-

ionization detector (PID), flame-ionization detector (FID), or other method approved in writing by the District's 

Source Test Manager at the following locations: 

 

a. At the inlet to the second to last Carbon vessel in series. 

b. At the inlet to the last Carbon vessel in series. 

c. At the outlet of the Carbon vessel that is last in series prior to venting to the atmosphere. 

 

 When using an FID to monitor breakthrough,  readings  may be taken with and without a Carbon filter tip fitted 

on the FID probe.  Concentrations measured with the Carbon filter tip in place shall be considered methane for 

the purpose of these permit conditions. [basis: Cumulative Increase, Regulation 2-5, TBACT] 



2799 Clayton Road, Concord 

A/N 23063  Plant # 20633 

 

 

8. The owner/operator shall record these monitor readings in a monitoring log at the time they are taken.  The 

owner/operator shall use the monitoring results to estimate the frequency of Carbon change-out necessary to 

maintain compliance with parts 10 and 11, and shall be conducted on a daily basis.  The owner/operator of this 

source may propose for District review, based on actual measurements taken at the site during operation of the 

source, that the monitoring schedule be changed based on the decline in organic emissions and/or the 

demonstrated breakthrough rates of the carbon vessels.  Written approval by the District's Engineering Division 

must be received by the owner/operator prior to a change to the monitoring schedule. [basis: Cumulative 

Increase, Regulation 2-5, TBACT] 

 

9. The owner/operator shall immediately change out the second to last Carbon vessel with unspent carbon upon 

breakthrough, defined as the detection at its outlet of the higher of the following: 

 

a. 10 % of the inlet stream concentration to the carbon bed. 

b. 10 ppmv (measured as hexane). 

 [basis: Cumulative Increase, Regulation 2-5, TBACT] 

 

10. The owner/operator shall immediately change out the last Carbon vessel with unspent Carbon upon detection at 

its outlet of 10 ppmv (measured as hexane). [basis: Cumulative Increase, Regulation 2-5, TBACT] 

 

11. The owner/operator of this source shall maintain the following information for each month of operation of the 

Activated Carbon Vessels: 

 

a. Hours and time of operation. 

b. Each emission test, analysis or monitoring results logged in for the day of operation they were taken. 

c. The number of Carbon vessels removed from service. 

d. Total throughput of soil vapor from sources S-1 SVE system in Standard Cubic Feet. 

 

 The owner/operator shall retain and make available for inspection by the District such records for two years 

following the date the data is recorded. [basis: Regulation 1-523] 

 

12. The owner/operator shall report any non-compliance with these conditions to the Compliance and Enforcement 

Division at the time that it is first discovered.  The owner/operator shall detail the corrective action taken 

and include the data showing the exceedance as well as the time of occurrence in the submittal. [basis: 

Cumulative Increase, Regulation 2-5, TBACT] 

 

13. The owner/operator shall maintain a file containing all measurements, records and other data that are required to 

be collected pursuant to the various provisions of this conditional Authority to Construct/Permit to Operate.  All 

measurements, records and data required to be maintained by the owner/operator shall be retained for at least 

two years following the date the data is recorded. [basis: Regulation 1-523] 

 

14. Upon final completion of the remediation project, the owner/operator of Source S-1 SVE system, shall notify 

the Engineering Division within two weeks of decommissioning the operation. [basis: Cumulative Increase, 

Regulation 2-5, TBACT] 

 

 

 

 

by       June 14, 2011 

Irma Salinas 

Senior Air Quality Engineer  


