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Outcome

• Informational update on Air District Clean Air Filtration Program 
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Bay Area Air Quality Management District

Outline
• Overview of Historic and Current Wildfires

• Health Concerns with Wildfire Smoke

• Other Impacts from Wildfires

• Recap of Wildfire Air Quality Response Program Strategies and 
Initiatives 

• Clean Air Filtration Program:
 Home Air Filtration Program

Air Filtration Program Expansion

 Education and Outreach
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Requested Action

• None – informational presentation
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Largest CA Wildfires Since 2007
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Climate Change Impacts on Wildfires
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• Low rainfall and extreme 
drought conditions
o ~35% of typical rainfall in Bay Area

• Warmer temperatures and  
extreme heat
o Worldwide, 2016 was the warmest 

year on record and 2020 was the 
second warmest

• Longer seasons, more 
intense fires
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Wildfires Burning as of August 29, 2021
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Name Acres Containment Location

Dixie 764,135 48% Lassen National Forest

Monument 163,155 23% Shasta-Trinity National Forest

Caldor 156,515 19% Eldorado National Forest

McFarland 122,653 94% Shasta-Trinity National Forest

River Complex 98,832 23% Klamath National Forest

Antelope 71,447 50% Klamath National Forest

French 24,916 22% Greenhorn Mountains
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Wildfire Smoke Health Impacts
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Other Impacts from Wildfires
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• Wildfire emissions are additive to emissions 
from Industrial and Mobile Sources

• Diesel Engine Use 

 During Public Safety Power Shutoffs (PSPS)

 During Grid Power Shortages/Heat Emergencies –
Emergency Load Reduction Program (ELRP)

• Wildfires linked to Covid 19 deaths
Credit: TAI Engineering
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Wildfire Air Quality Response Program
(WAQRP)
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Legislative Initiatives

Rule Development

Partnerships and Regional Alliance

Community Information and Resources

Grants and Incentives

Program 
Strategies
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Bay Area Air Quality Management District

WAQRP Initiatives
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Wildfire Prevention and 
Preparedness

Clean Air Filtration

• Chipping Pilot Program
($150,000)

• Fire Hazard Reduction (Reg 5)

• Year-round Mandatory Burn 
Ban (Rule 6-3)

• Meteorology and 
Measurements

• Public Education, Information 
and Messaging

• Cleaner Air Centers –
Assembly Bill 836 ($3 million)

• Home Air Filtration Program 
($250,000)

• Partnerships with County 
Office of Emergency Services 
($100,000)

• American Red Cross Pilot 
Program and Partnership 
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Bay Area Air Quality Management District

Home Air Filtration Program – May 2021

• Partnership with Regional Asthma Management & Prevention 
(RAMP)

• Program to provide ~2000 home air filters to low-income 
individuals suffering from poorly controlled asthma

• Program to operate through 7 home visiting programs: 
o Alameda County Public Health (Alameda County)
o Roots Community Clinic (Alameda County)
o Contra Costa Health Services (Contra Costa County)
o Lifelong Medical (Contra Costa County)
o San Mateo County Family Health Services (San Mateo County)
o Santa Rose Community Health Centers (Sonoma County)
o Breathe CA (San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara Counties)

Clean Air Filtration Program
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Bay Area Air Quality Management District

• Expand program to all Bay Area Counties by providing an 
additional $100,000 (~1000 air filters) under Executive 
Officer’s expenditure authority for a total of ~3000 air filters 
Bay Area wide

• Program aims to focus on health equity and those most 
vulnerable to wildfire smoke:
Low income and disadvantaged communities
 Individuals suffering from severe asthma
Sheltering facilities for the unhoused  

• Seeking additional partners in Solano, Marin and Napa

• Explore opportunity to solicit and accept air filter donations 
through Bay Area Clean Air Foundation

Expansion of Clean Air Filtration Program
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Clean Air Filtration Program  
Education and Outreach 
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Questions?
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Summary of Ozone Seasons

Year

National

8-Hour

State

1-Hour

State

8-Hour

2017 6 6 6

2018 3 2 3

2019 9 6 9

2020 9 6 10

2021 5 4 5

• Spare the Air Alerts (7): 5/31, 6/17-6/19, 7/10, 8/27-8/28

• Days > 0.070 ppm 8-hour NAAQS (5): 6/17-6/18, 8/27-8/29
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Calendar Year PM2.5

Year

Days > 35 µg/m3 

due to Wildfires 

(PM2.5)

Total Days > 

35 µg/m3 

(PM2.5
)

PM2.5 Spare 

the Air Alerts

2017 14 18 33

2018 16 20 21

2019 1 1 10

2020 23 25 46

2021 2 2 5

• Spare the Air Alerts (5): 8/19-8/20, 8/27-8/29

• Days > 35 µg/m3 24-hr NAAQS (2): 8/27-8/28
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