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Winter PM2.5 Seasons

Year
Days > 35 

µg/m3

(micrograms per cubic meter of air)

Winter Spare 

the Air Alerts

2011/2012 11 15

2012/2013 1 10

2013/2014 15 30

2014/2015 6 23

2015/2016 0 1

2016/2017 0 7
Slide 2



More Rainfall = Less PM Pollution
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Highest Air Quality Readings 
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Wood Smoke Enforcement
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4 15 10 30 23 1 7

1 11 1 15 6 0 0

1,373 3,777 2,316 5,091 3,834 1,302 1,564

592 11,476 3,720 1,768 2,029 577 577

61 359 178 267 155 1 91

49 76 91 150
193 + 23 

Seasonal 

215 + 1 

Seasonal

116 + 1 

Seasonal



Enforcement Highlights

• Violations: 91
 69 - 1st NOV Wood Smoke Awareness Course or 

$100 penalty

 21 - 2nd or 3rd NOV $500 (increased with additional NOVs)

 1 Visible Emissions Violation

 117 Total Exemptions – 116 registered EPA 
Certified Devices,1 non-functional heater

• Complaints: 1,564

 40 addresses with 5 or more complaints

 5 addresses with 20 or more complaints

 2 address with 50 or more complaints

 84 complaints by 1 person
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Regulation 6, Rule 3: New Requirements

• Sole Source of Heat Exemption – Effective Nov. 1, 
2016 – must be EPA Certified and Registered

• Real Estate Requirements – Disclosure 
requirements started June 1, 2016

• No wood-burning devices in new construction

• Only gas, electric or EPA-certified devices
in fireplace remodels > $15,000 

• Registration began Nov 1, 2016 

Slide 7



Advertising
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Media Coverage

• 1,022 stories

– 688 broadcast

– 323 online

– 11 print

• Over $3 million 
in publicity value
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Social Media
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Results

• 63% were aware of the wood smoke rule 

• Support for the wood smoke rule remains strong at 73%

• 48% heard, read or saw media stories about the Winter 
Spare the Air program this winter

• 18.1% of households reported not burning wood or a 
reduction in wood burning this winter due to Winter Spare 
the Air

• For the 2017-18 season, the board approved conducting 
the survey in English, Spanish and Chinese
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Wood Smoke Reduction 

Grant Program Outreach
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• Program launched at 10AM on August 26, 2016

– 1,003 applications received by 3 PM

– 1,901 Waitlisted applications

Step 1
Apply for Approval

Step 2
Implement Project 
(Work Authorized)

Step 3
Get Reimbursed

Wood Smoke Reduction 

Incentive Program
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Wood Smoke Reduction 

Incentive Program

40% of funding reserved for applicants who meet one or 
more Highly Impacted Resident (HIR) criteria:

High wood-smoke area

Sole source of heat

Low-income

$750 to 
Decommission

$1,000 for natural 
gas device

$3,500 for electric 
heat pump
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Project 

Distribution 

86% Natural Gas 

6% Electric Heat Pumps 

8% Decommission 

Completed Projects (Paid out &

In-Process) $1,136,353

Active Projects (Work Authorized

& Under Review) $1,093,500

High Wood Smoke Areas (HWSA)
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Key Results
• 75% of funding awarded to HIR

projects

• 26% of funding awarded to residents 
in High Wood Smoke Areas (HWSA) 

• $770,00 available for reallocation to 
waitlisted applicants

– Processing ~ 100 per week

– HIR applicants are prioritized

• ~134 tons estimated PM2.5 
reduced/year 

– ~41% of emissions reduction 
target for Reg.6 Rule 3

54 Tons

Total PM2.5

Reduced to-date

6.6 Tons 

in HWSAs

415 Projects 

Completed

60 Projects 

in HWSAs
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County Statistics
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Next Steps

• Recommend allocation of $1 million for next funding cycle 
with revised award amounts:

Project Type
Funding by Project 

Category

Funding for Low-

Income Residents

Decommission $1,000 $3,000

Natural Gas Device $2,000 $6,000

Electric Heat Pump $4,000 $9,000

• Target High Wood Smoke Areas (HWSA)

• ~3% of region’s wood-burning devices in a HWSA

• $1 million = ~370 change-outs 

• Achieve >50% of emissions reduction target for Reg.6 Rule 3 

(cumulative for both rounds of funding)
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Winter PM2.5 Seasons

Year
Days > 35 

µg/m3 

(micrograms per cubic meter of air)

Winter Spare 

the Air Alerts

2013/2014 15 30

2014/2015 6 23

2015/2016 0 1

2016/2017 0 7

• Spare the Air Alert Called for: 12/19/16, 12/20/16, 12/21/16, 12/22/16, 

1/17/17, 1/30/2017, 2/1/2017

• Days > 35 µg/m3 24-hr NAAQS: 
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