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“The entirety of the conference made me feel EMPOWERED 
by CONNECTING ME with others who CARE ABOUT THE 
ENVIRONMENT.” – Rachel Jackson, YMCA Diablo Valley Youth & Government  
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• The YES Conference is part of the 
MTC-Air District “Spare the Air 
Youth Program” established in 
2010

• 3rd Annual Conference

• Proud Super Bowl 50 

Host Committee 

Sustainability Partner
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Overview



Outreach

4



5



6



7

Sparetheairyouth.org



Outcomes
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YES Conference 2017
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FYE 2016 Grant Program Overview

 Solicited Community Grant applications in October 2015

 $573,274 requested from 23 applicants throughout the Bay Area

 $261,174 allocated for 11 grants

 Number of counties with grant awardees doubled from 2009

 10 of the projects directly involve CARE communities and one targets a 

near-freeway communities in Santa Rosa

 ALL projects either partner with a community-based organization or 

with one of 18 local high schools and 3 middle schools
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Awardees
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Partnering with the Community

K-12 Schools in partnership with lead grantees:

 9 K-8 schools in SF, Marin Cool the Earth

 Santa Rosa HS

 Maria Carillo, Santa Rosa

ECO2School/Center for Climate 
Protection

 Evergreen Valley, San Jose

 Chaboya MS, San Jose

Youth for a Cool Earth/Breathe 
California of the Bay Area

 Emilia Zapata Street Academy, Oakland Rose Foundation/Bay Localize

 Oakland High

 Richmond HS

Earth Team

 Oakland Tech and Castlemont HS

 San Leandro HS and Vista Richmond

Strategic Energy Innovations

“Freedom Breathers”
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Map of Grant Awardees

Red dots = Community-based 

organizations grant partners

Green dots = School partners
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Breakdown of Funded Projects    

• Education and Engagement –
Increase environmental literacy with 

multi-media school-based curriculum & 

community engagement on climate 

change, air quality impacts/respiratory 

health and encouraging Spare the Air 

behavior changes;

• Air Pollution Mitigation – Conduct 

tree planting, air bio-filter installations; 

free-bicycle distribution;

• Community-Base Participatory 

Research – Engage in neighborhood 

air quality and VMT CO2 calculations 

and mapping assessments;

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CQ-C06Rl98c
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CQ-C06Rl98c
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Opportunities Going Forward 

• Increase outreach to and applicant pool from applicants from all Bay Area 

counties and LEP communities

• Consider more flexibility in grant amounts for different types of applicants to 

attract both regional groups, community-based groups as well as individual 

teachers

• Develop a strategy to specifically target “citizen”/community-based science 

participatory research projects that can support Air District mission

• Continue reaching out to community stakeholder groups and board 

members for feedback on making this Grant Program impactful and 

meaningful 

Thank You!
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Clean Air Plan/Regional Climate Protection 

Strategy – Engagement Overview

 Clean Air Plan/Regional Climate Protection Strategy 
(CAP/RCPS) Open Houses

 New Open Air Forum – Online Civic Engagement 
Tool

 2016 CAP/RCPS Working Group
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Community Open Houses

 Planned and hosted 6 Open Houses 
o Redwood City

o San Jose

o Santa Rosa

o Richmond

o Dublin/Pleasanton

o Oakland

 Outreach: news releases, social media, emails, fliers, 
personal contacts, Board member outreach

 Participation: ~ 150

 Feedback – Very positive
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Open Houses - Video

 A short video about the Open Houses
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5oiofMwLeDU&feature=youtu.be


Informational Posters
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Online Civic Engagement

“Open Air Forum”

 Why online civic engagement?

 Researched different platforms

 Peak Democracy – best fit

 Launched Open Air Forum last week

 Comments are coming in
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Open Air Forum - Live

 http://www.baaqmd.gov/in-your-community/open-air.
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http://www.baaqmd.gov/in-your-community/open-air


Clean Air Plan/Regional Climate Protection 

Strategy Working Group

 Purpose

 Composition 

State, Regional, and Local Government   Community-Based Organizations  

Environmental Advocacy   Business and Technology 

Economic/Workforce Development  Public Health   

Education/Academia    Social and Environmental Justice 

Transportation and Land Use   Building and Energy Efficiency 

Farming and Land Management   Resource Conservation 
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Working Group - Continued

 Four meetings by June, 2016
o Transportation

o Agriculture/Natural & Working Lands

o Buildings/Water/Waste

o Stationary Sources/Energy

 Invitations sent via email on 3/17

 Over 48 affirmative replies so far
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Thank you!

Questions?
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