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Winter PM2.5 Seasons

Year
Days > 35 

µg/m3

Winter Spare 

the Air Alerts

2011/2012 11 15

2012/2013 1 10

2013/2014 15 30

2014/2015 6 23

2015/2016 0 1
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Less Rainfall = More PM Pollution
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Highest Air Quality Readings 
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Results

• 23% of Bay Area households reduced their wood 

burning

• 69% said there are negative health effects 

associated with wood smoke

• 51% heard, read or saw media stories about the 

Winter Spare the Air program this winter

• Support for the Wood Burning Rule remains 

strong and consistent over the past three seasons 

at 72%
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Results

• 93,817 calls to 1-877-4NO-BURN

• 108,314 subscribers to email AirAlerts

• 20,000 subscribers to phone alerts

• 28,262 app downloads

• Added 4,000 Facebook & Twitter 

Likes/Followers 
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Wood Smoke Enforcement

11

11 7 4 15 10 30 23 1

13 9 1 11 1 15 6 0

1,500 2,355 1,373 3,777 2,316 5,091 3,834 1,302

1,550 10,270 592 11,476 3,720 1,768 2,029 577

255 319 61 359 178 267 155 1

0 44 49 76 91 150
193 + 23 

Seasonal 

215 + 1 

Seasonal



Enforcement Highlights

• Violations: 1

 1 – Exemption granted for a broken heater

 216 Total Exemptions – 215 permanent, 

1 non-functional heater

• Complaints: 1,302

 46 addresses with 5 or more complaints

 7 addresses with 20 or more complaints

 1 address with 50 or more complaints

 Over 83 complaints by 1 person
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Enforcement Practices

• Complaint information is used to determine 
patrols and to concentrate enforcement on 
locations with multiple complaints

• Patrol deployment varied 
throughout the season

• Violations are documented 
and issued when discovered
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Regulation 6, Rule 3 Rule Changes

• Sole Source of Heat Exemption

• Mandatory Burn Ban

• Sale and Manufacturing of 

New Wood Heaters

• Real Estate Requirements

• Registration Nov 1, 2016 
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Wood Smoke Reduction Program

• Wood-burning devices rule -

Regulation 6 Rule 3

• Meteorology forecasting of 

Spare the Air Alerts

• Enforcement program

• Outreach and education program

• Heating Device Upgrade Incentive 

Program
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